Welcome to the 12th Annual
Rochester International Children’s Film Festival!
Join us as we honor the Month of the Young Child with the work of artistic filmmakers! This Festival
collection includes ten films for children that creatively illustrate life and imagination. One of the films
has even been made with children involved in the creative process! There are films from five different
countries, including one made in Rochester! Many of the films have received significant awards.
In addition, in our effort to link quality film work with literature, the Festival will distribute, free to
groups viewing the films, two books: I Like Myself, by Karen Beaumont and The Lady with the Alligator

Purse, by Nadine Bernard Westcott.
The Viewers’ Guide is designed to enhance the learning and enjoyment of young viewers. The total program
runs about 60 minutes. Use the DVD in a way that works best for your group – one or two films at a time
or at one sitting with moments for introductions and discussion. Before viewing each film, pause briefly to
introduce it using the vocabulary words and discussion questions as starters.
encourage discussion. What did the viewers and children notice?

Once the film is over,

What was fun? What was thought-

provoking? Book suggestions offer follow-up ideas; activity and movement suggestions add opportunities to
learn and grow. We welcome your creativity and look forward to hearing about your group’s experience!
Thank you!

CELEBRATE TODAY
US, 2016, Animated/Live Action, 2 minutes
Director: Tony Dusko

Why stay in bed when there is so much to celebrate?!
Vocabulary: happy, celebrate
Related Books: Happy, by Pharell Williams
Discussion questions:
·

Do you feel different when you stay inside all day and when you play outside?

·

What are some of the things about today worth celebrating?

Activity/Moving with the Movies:
Play music and dance your happy dance!

ONCE IN A BLUE MOON
England, 2015, Claymation, no dialogue, 4 minutes
Director: Steve Boot

What’s a lonely alien to do on a planet full of rocks?
Vocabulary: rocket, space, moon, fly, camera
Related Books:
• Papa, Please Get the Moon for Me by Eric Carle
• Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise Brown
Discussion questions:
•

How far away is the moon? How can we get there?

•

Can we breathe in space?

Activities:
Create “Night” pictures with black paper, chalk and glow-in-the-dark moon and stars

ALIKE
Spain, 2015, Animated, no dialogue, 9 minutes
Directors: Daniel Martinez Lara & Rafa Cano Mendez

Music and a joyful child add color to a gray world.
Vocabulary: Gray, colorful, happy, sad, angry, violin

Related Books:
·

We Are All Alike, We Are All Different; Shades of People

·

If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Joffe Numeroff

Discussion Questions:
·
What happens to our feelings when all we do is work? Why should we play?
·
What are things that make you smile?
Activities: Make violins out of cereal boxes and make joyful, colorful music together!

OUTDOOR CINEMA
Russia/Australia, 2014, Stop Motion Photography/Animation,
3 minutes
Directors: Tatiana Poliektova & Filippo Rivetti
Sometimes we are too busy watching reflections of the world to
notice the real thing!
Vocabulary: reflection, cinema, mirrors, puzzle, forest, day, night, sunset
Related Books:

Shadows and Reflections by Tana Hoban; Bear Shadow by Frank Asch
Shapes, Shapes, Shapes by Tana Hoban
Discussion Questions:
What makes a shadow? What is a reflection? How does the sunshine make you feel?
Activities:
·
·
·

Look in a mirror and draw/paint a picture about the experience
Create puzzles out of pictures of nature
Lay on blankets on the ground and look up…enjoying the experience and talking about observations

TAKING FLIGHT
US, 2015, Animation, 6 minutes
Director: Brandon Oldenburg

The best adventures can happen in the most unexpected places, with the
most unexpected people!
Vocabulary: flight, pretend, rainforest
Related Books: How to Babysit a Grandpa by Jean Reagan; Just the Two of Us
by Will Smith
Discussion Questions: Where do you pretend to go when you play? What’s your favorite memory about one
of your grandparents?
Activities: Get a large box that children can transform into whatever their creativity develops!

ALLIGATOR STROLL
US, Live Action
Director: Sandra Boynton

This catchy song will have you strolling like an alligator in
no time!
Vocabulary: stroll, alligator, tail, left, right
Related Books:

The Lady with the Alligator Purse; There’s an Alligator under My Bed; Show Me Reptiles – My First Picture
Encyclopedia by Megan C. Peterson
Discussion question:
Where do alligators live? How do alligators move?
Activities:
·

Provide children with materials to create alligator tails and/or hats to wear

·

Put on tails/hats and dance to the “Alligator Stroll”

THE BIRDIE
Russia, Animation, no dialogue, 2 minutes
Director: Katya Filippova, School Studio “SHAR.”

A hippo, bird and worm learn to live together in harmony!
Vocabulary: helpful, teamwork, happy/sad, seed, planting
Related Books:

Growing Vegetable Soup by Lois Ehlert; Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert; Lola Plants a Garden by Anna
McQuinn
Discussion questions:
If you break something accidentally, what could you do?
What do seeds need to grow?
Activities:
Plant a community garden of beautiful flowers! Build bird houses for the garden!
Sing Friends, Friends 1, 2, 3
Recite the poem “A Little Seed”
A little seed, so soft and round,
I’ll dig a hole and lay you down.
And may you rest beneath the ground,
‘Til your leaves grow up and your roots grow down.

THE BOOKMOBILE
US, 2015, Animation, 4 minutes
Director: Julie Zammarchi, StoryCorps.

A library bookmobile opens up the world to a young farm worker,
giving her the hope she needs to change her life.
Vocabulary: bookmobile, fear, hope, devour, library
Related Books: Lola at the Library by Anna McQuinn; Lola Loves Stories by Anna McQuinn
Discussion questions: What does it mean to “devour” a book? Where do you have books to read?

LAST STOP ON MARKET STREET
+ “The Making of”
US, 2016, Animation, 4 minutes
Directed by Dave Puls, Animatus Studios, with students from the
School #8 YMCA Afterschool Program. Produced by the Rochester
International Children’s Film Festival.

A grandmother gently explains how to be grateful for all things.
Vocabulary: first, last, beauty, butterfly, guitar, music
Related Books:
·
Flower Garden by Eve Bunting
·
Nana in the City by Lauren Castillo
·
Last Stop on Market Street by Matt De La Pena
Discussion questions:
·
How does the music make you feel?
·
How does helping someone else make you feel?
·
Can you find something beautiful right where you are? Tell me about it!
Activities:
Provide vehicles and a driving mat to “drive down market street” asking what beauty do you see?
Sing: The Wheels on the Bus; Beautiful Butterfly by M’Lou Speranza (tune: “Up on the Housetop”

LOST AND FOUND
England, Animation, 24 minutes
Director: Philip Hunt

A little boy finds a penguin on his doorstep and has to decide
whether to row him all the way back to the South Pole!
Vocabulary: ocean, rowboat, penguin
Discussion questions:
·

What animals live at the South Pole?

·

Have you ever seen penguins at a zoo? What were they doing?

Related Books: Lost and Found, by Oliver Jeffers
Activities: Make a globe of the world and mark where you live, and where the South & North Poles are
Moving with the movies: Walk around the room like a penguin!

STICKMAN
England, 2016, Animation, 28 minutes
Director: Jereon Jaspaert, Magic Light Pictures

Stickman goes for a jog and keeps running into problems. Will he ever
get home?
Vocabulary: family, near, far, long, short
Related Books: The Lorax by Dr. Seuss; The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein
Discussion questions:
·

Can you list all the different problems Stickman ran into?

·

Which one was the hardest for Stickman to overcome? How did he do it?

Activities:
·

Go on a nature walk and collect sticks of varying lengths, then paint them to create your own stick
family
Sing: “We are Family”; “I Love You, You Love Me”

·

This project is made possible with funds from the Decentralization Program, a regrant program of the New
York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State
Legislature and administered by Livingston Arts, a member supported organization.
The Rochester International Children’s Film Festival is facilitated by the Rochester Association for the
Education of Young Children (Rochester AEYC), in collaboration with the following sponsors and
collaborators:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

292-BABY
American Heart Association
Animatus Studios
The Community Foundation, Rochester’s Child
DeBergerac Productions
Family Childcare Satellites of Greater Rochester
Friends & Foundation of the Rochester Public Library
Genesee Valley Parent Magazine
Gilbert Spirit Fund/First Unitarian Church
Monroe County Library System
Rochester Childfirst Network
Rochester City School District/Office of Early Childhood
Spindler Family Foundation
Spiritus Christi Church
Christopher J. Wilmot

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!

